
Keeping you up to date with Opotiki District Council
April 2011 - Issue 46

w
w

w
.o

dc
.g

ov
t.

nz

The recently established Motu Trails 
Charitable Trust is working to secure 
funding to actively promote and market 
the trail and its associated operators. The 
Motu Trails project is one of 18 “Great 
Rides” which secured funding from the 
Government’s Nga Haerenga – National 
Cycle Trails initiative.

Trust chairman Adrian Gault said funding 
was currently being sought. There had 
been $10,000 initial funding each from 
the Department of Conservation and the 
Ōpōtiki and Gisborne District Councils.  
However, ongoing marketing requirements 
meant the trust needed regular income 
from sponsorship, donations, commissions 
and other funding.

Once completed the cycle trail will extend 
from Motu Village, down either the old 
Motu Coach Road or the upgraded Pakihi 
Track, through pristine native bush, 
farmland and coastal environments to 
Ōpōtiki.

A funding plan was being developed, a name 
and brand, a job description for an executive 
officer and a business plan/marketing 
plan.  Mr Gault said the trust intended to 
work closely with the local community in 
Ōpōtiki to provide opportunities for local 
businesses to benefit.

Cycleway’s bid to attract more Eastern Bay  
visitors moves up a gear

He said the increase in tourists would boost 
the local economy through the purchase of 
associated services, and the trust would 
provide support to ensure services were 
delivered to the highest standard.

Encompassing the region’s core attractions 
- wilderness, indigenous culture, coastal 
vistas, heritage and history; the brand 
will focus on attracting domestic and 
international visitors seeking a cycling 
experience with a difference.

The nine-person Motu Trails Charitable 
Trust includes residents of the Ōpōtiki 
and Gisborne districts, with experience 
in business management, sports 
administration, recreational cycling, 
marketing and public relations, and 
financial management. 

Ōpōtiki members of the trust include, Mr 
Gault – a former Ōpōtiki District Councillor 
and Tablelands farmer, sports administrator 
Carol Quirk, cyclist Dave Emslie,  tourism 
operator and kiwifruit orchardist Robyn 
Woolsey, long-established retailer Brendan 
Hickey and Whakatohea representative 
Arihia Tuoro.   Motu school principal Paul 
Cornwall represents the Motu area and 
accountant Richard Coates and Public 
Relations professional Dana Kirkpatrick 
represent the Gisborne interests.

Draft Annual Plan 

The council’s draft Annual Plan 2011/12 
has been released for consultation, 
outlining what we plan to do over the 
next year and how it will be paid for. 
Council Chief Executive Aileen 
Lawrie said it was important for the 
community to understand what is in 
the plan and to have an opportunity 
to have their say on the proposals and 
decsions included in it.
“It is important that we achieve the right 
balance between providing services to 
our community and maintaining rates 
at an affordable level. Feedback on the 
draft Annual Plan helps us make the 
right decisions for our community.”

Key capital projects included in 
this year’s draft Annual Plan:
•	The construction of a sports 

pavilion at Memorial Park.
•	Council office upgrade for 

energy efficiency.
•	Sealing the Department of 

Conservation/I-site yard.
•	Te Kaha water treatment 

upgrade (subsidised).
•	Sewage and stormwater 

upgrades (ongoing programme).
•	Sealing Tablelands Road.
•	Enhancement of the Tirohanga 

Stream cycleway proposal  
(in partnership with the 
Department of Conservation).

•	Construction of the Motu 
Cycleway (externally funded).

Submission forms are available from 
the council website www.odc.govt.
nz, at the council customer service 
centre or at the Ōpōtiki library.
Submissions are open until 19 May and 
the final Annual Plan will be adopted on  
June 21, 2011.







Torere tennis programme packs courts this summer
A tennis programme launched for the 
Torere community has proved highly 
successful, with courts overflowing 
with players every week.
The Let’s Go Whanau programme 
started in October 2010. It aims 
to bring people from isolated 
communities together through sport 
and helps identify and address barriers 
to participation in sport, helping clubs 
attract more members.
Tennis is one of four sports included 
in the programme and Sports 
Coordinator Jacqueline Hayes-Kingi 
said participation had far exceeded 
initial expectations.
“For the first few weeks we taught 
adults basic tennis techniques. In the 
end extra training nights were added, a 

tennis ladder challenge was set up and 
two teams travelled to Ōpōtiki to play 
in the business house competition.
“Parents and other volunteers helped 
coordinate tennis lessons for 20-30 children. 
The skill level increased immensely and they 
now all have the fundamentals needed to 
play a game of tennis - a sport they can play 
for life,” she said.
The three year Let’s Go Whanau project 
is funded by SPARC, the Whakatane, 
Ōpōtiki and Kawerau District Councils 
and the Bay of Plenty District Health 
Board.   Other partners include Sport 
Bay of Plenty, Toi Te Ora Public Health 
and Mataatua Sports Trust.
This summer’s tennis programme 
finished on March 29, with the end of 
daylight savings. 

Jayden Katene and  
Rangimaria White  
shake hands after  
their match against  
Paora Flowers.
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As Panui goes to print, our 
flag flies at half mast.  Jim 
Richardson, Records Officer 
and unofficial cultural adviser, 
passed away on April 2, 2011.  
Jim will be sadly missed for 
the way he quietly went 
about organising many facets 
of council business.  We offer 
our sincerest condolences to 
Jim’s family.

The Task Force Green team take a hard earned break

Task Force Green teams make progress
Task Force Green teams have been busy working on 
sections of the Motu Cycle Trail over the past few months.
Set up by the Ministry of Social Development, Task 
Force Green is an initiative which helps create jobs for 
unemployed people. Job Creation is a key objective of 
the Government funding. 
Motu Trails Project Manager John Galbraith said he was 
pleased with the progress to date.
“In just five weeks a team of five have rebuilt and 
realigned fences along river stop banks and have 
completed most of the construction over a three 
kilometre section of the trail.”
A significant part of the project is the creation of a trail 
section along the Otara River stop banks. Beginning at Te 
Rere Road, the trail will link to Te Ngaio beach via a new 
bridge located at Memorial Park, creating a pedestrian 
and cycle path from the town to the sea. 
Another Task Force Green team has been working for 
the Department of Conservation since November on the 
Pakihi Valley track section of the cycleway. The section 
is proving more of a challenge, with the team camping 
five nights per week in the valley. 
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