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Appendix 9 

Archaeological Assessment – Accidental 

Discover Protocol  

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES, KOIWI (HUMAN SKELETAL REMAINS) AND 
TAONGA (ARTEFACTS) ACCIDENTAL DISCOVERY PROTOCOL 

 
If archaeological sites, koiwi or taonga are uncovered or suspected during any 
ground disturbance or routine management works the following process will be 

followed by all persons.  
 

If in doubt, stop and ask.  

 
Procedure: 

 

1. All work shall cease immediately at the site of discovery. 

 
2. Secure the area to prevent further damage. DO NOT remove any material 
from the site. Advise ………. (insert appropriate staff member) (insert phone 

number). 
 

3. The …….(insert appropriate staff member) will notify (appropriate 

archaeologist (currently……… phone………). Depending on the archaeologist’s 
advice, the …………(staff member) will notify the NZ Historic Places Trust.  

 

Contact: NZ Historic Places Trust Regional Archaeologist …………. (07  …….).  

 
4. If the site is of Maori origin the …………. (Appropriate staff member) shall 

notify <insert appropriate iwi representative> to determine what further actions 

are appropriate to safeguard the site or its contents.  
 

Contact: <insert appropriate iwi contacts>. 
 
5. If clearly identifiable human skeletal remains are uncovered the …………… 

(Appropriate staff member) shall immediately advise the NZ Police (this is a 

legal requirement following the discovery of any human skeletal material). 

 
6. Works affecting the site shall not resume until the NZ Historic Places Trust, 

the Police (if skeletal remains are involved) and <insert iwi groups> have each 

given approval for work to continue.  
 

7. If advised by the NZ Historic Places Trust that an authority is required, no 
further work that will affect the site shall be undertaken until the authority is 

granted and any conditions are met. 

 

 


